The Next Pandemic is Here

Five News to Start Your Day

In the middle of the world pandemic, another one is
brewing in the background. Coronavirus has
widened health and financial inequalities worldwide,
resulting in worsened food poverty, making many
eat more quantity but less quality. In the UK, over
20 million adults cannot aﬀord healthy foods
according to estimates from think tank Demos.
Studies show that throughout the pandemic many
adults have gained as much as 14kg.

BidenEconomics

In July, the UN’s Food and Agricultural Organization
said that unhealthy diets are poised to worsen the
obesity problem all over the world, contributing to a
“global pandemic in its own right”. Already, 3 billion
people are not able to aﬀord healthy and nutritious
food. However, with unemployment rates at an all
time high and economies sinking, millions more will
have to balance their budgets by cutting fresh fruit,
vegetables and protein out of their diets.

The selloﬀ of tech stocks continued yesterday, as the
Nasdaq fell 4.5%, 11% from last week’s high, as all the
big tech companies took a plunge. SoftBank took
another dip in Tokyo yesterday, after their big bets on
derivatives in tech stocks prior to yesterday’s dive.

The UN has warned that if the rise of unhealthy
eating and obesity isn’t tackled, health costs related
to the issue will exceed $1.3 trillion dollars yearly in
the next decade. Globally, there are now more
overweight and obese people than hungry ones.
While obesity rates are still double, or more, in rich
nations, poor nations are catching up as westernstyle processed food get more ubiquitous.
Obesity and overweight people have clear health
implications, being more vulnerable to diseases
such as: diabetes, heart disease, stroke and cancer.
Research has also shown that they are at higher
risk of suﬀering severe cases of Covid-19 and
death. The UK government has said it must tackle
the “obesity ticking bomb”, emphasizing a need to
change the way the population thinks about fresh
and nutritious food.

Presidential nominee Joe Biden is launching a new push
in his campaign on the economy, as polling has showed
voters trust him more than President Trump on the
matter. While Trump was ahead in most states at the
beginning of the year, the polls are now close in most
contesting states.
Correction Continues

Everything Down
Not only the Nasdaq was down yesterday. European
stock futures are drifting. Asian stocks declined across
the region with concerns about vaccine delays and what
it would mean for the economy. And oil continues to
experience losses as doubt continues over global
demand.
No More Keeping Up with the Kardashians
Kim Kardashian announced that the reality tv show
starring her family will come to an end after the 2021
season. After 14 years and 20 seasons fans are to say
bye bye to the drama.
The Race for a Vaccine
Drugmakers racing to produceCovid-19 vaccines have
pledged to avoid shortcuts on science as they face
pressure from governments. In a public letter, CEOs of
nine vaccine frontrunners pledged to submit the vaccine
for clearance only when proven safe and eﬀective.
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The Losing Heat Race

South Africa in Trouble

GM and Nikola

The Future of Mobility

The perverse race to stop
the planet warming is one
we are losing. Even as
greenhouse gases are set
to have their sharpest drop
in history, the world is
experiencing its second
hottest year yet.

The restrictions to limit
the spread of the Covid
pandemic cemented
South Africa’s longest
recession in 28 years,
with their GDP dropping
51% since June, much
larger than expected.

GM shares jumped after
the auto maker said it
would help electric truck
startup Nikola develop
and manufacture new
truck models, the latest
example of investors’
love for electric vehicles.

Venture-capital firms are
pouring money into e-bike
and e-scooter startups.
Since the pandemic, their
popularity to help people
get around town has
spiked. By 2023, e-bikes
will see a 50% increase.

AstraZeneca Vaccine Trials Halt

Women Beware

AstraZeneca Plc stopped giving shots of its trial Covid
vaccine after a person in one of their studies got sick.
This potential adverse reaction could delay or derail
eﬀorts to speed immunization against Covid-19.

An academic study in Hong Kong found consultants
frequently pushed women into riskier investments
than they recommended for men with similar risk
appetite. “Advisers think they can fool the women,
getting away with selling them advice with sub-par
results,” study co-author Utpal Bhattacharya of
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
said. This is because people perceive women to be
less financially literate in comparison to men. Their
logic is that women were less likely to be able to
spot bad advice if the recommendation was in
agreement with what they wanted to do anyway.

The pharmaceutical explained in a statement that the
pause to the trials stemmed from a patient coming
down with an unexplained illness. The move intends to
give researchers time to examine the safety data while
maintaining the integrity of the trials. The vaccine is
being developed in conjunction with researchers from
the University fo Oxford and is aiming to enroll 50,000
participants in the UK, US, Brazil and South Africa.
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